“Double Connotations” and the (Co)incidence of the ZDS Slogan:

Construction of Truth and Identity in the Discourse of the Croatian Left-Wingers and

Right-Wingers

The public discourse can be regarded as a reflection of the ongoing social trends, which
are in many cases defined by certain political (and even more often ideological)
narratives. Since the (re)interpretation of those ideological narratives largely depends on
the dominant hegemonic structures, particular constructs are rarely perceived as the
object that requires critical examination based on historical facts, and are thereby widely

accepted and implemented as the “new social reality”.

Recently, Croatian political and public discourse has been shaped by the narrative which
reflects the attempts to establish the “new social reality”, in which the constructs of truth
and identity are interpreted in the context of re-emergence of the ZDS (For homeland -
ready!) slogan, which was initially used as a salute by the Ustasha movement during the
World War I, and later as a salute during the Homeland War. Considering its historical
background, the use of this slogan in the public discourse was condemned as
controversial because it has a meaning associated with the Ustasha regime and fascist
ideology. However, due to its unconstrained use in the light of two major concerts of
Croatian singer Marko Perkovi¢ Thompson, it has recently become the central subject of
political debates among politicians in the Croatian Parliament. The construction of the
truth, identity and patriotism is framed by the ideological positioning of the politicians in
the representation of the ZDS slogan, which has become the main site of antagonistic

confrontation between political actors on the left and right political spectrum.

The examples of different speeches show the underlying pattern symptomatic of left and
right political discourse. The left-wingers use the discourse of danger to raise
constitutionality concerns and point out the threat of extremist ideology that is enforced
by political establishment in order to divert the public attention from the real social and
economic problems, whereas the right-wingers typically opt for arguments related to the
traditional values, patriotism and national pride, asserting that the leftist politicians are

undermining the morality, dignity and values from the Homeland War.






