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Part 1:

e a brief overview of the current sociolinguistic situation of Silesian: political dispute over
recognition as a minority language of Poland (parliamentary majority suport vs. presidential
veto) + the dynamic development of Silesian-language literature and the language's entry into
new domains, including modern technologies

e abrief explanation of why the Té€Sin region plays a special role in the process — historical context
(Austrian Silesia vs. Prussian Silesia) + census results indicating much weaker identification
with the idea of Silesian ethnicity and a separate Silesian language in the post-Austrian part than
in the post-Prussian part of Silesia + broad and narrow sense of the word ponasymu (including
or excluding non-T¢&Sinian varieties of Silesian or even those not from the Czech part)

Part 2 — a description of the research project:
¢ the paper is based on a doctoral thesis, which is currently under review
% main research questions: What is the attitude of the inhabitants of T&$in Silesia towards the idea
of a distinct Silesian language? Do they support emancipation efforts in this regard? Do they
feel linguistic (and ethnic or even regional) unity with the inhabitants of other parts of Silesia?

+» theoretical framework: language ideologies (Silverstein, Woolard, Dotowy-Rybinska, and
others); language ideological debates (Blommaert); perceptual dialectology (Preston); new
regional geography — perceptual regions (Paasi, Marek)

% method: 54 in-depth interviews with ideology brokers (i.e. people creating literary and
journalistic content in the T¢&Sin Silesian variety, organizers of cultural activities in the region,
active participants in ideological debates on the internet) + monitoring traditional or social
media and published books from the perspective of ideological debates on the language and
identity and also participation in cultural events, lectures, etc. related to this topic

Part 3 — a general overview of the research results:

% contrary to the impression one might get from statistical data, the idea of linguistic unity across
the whole of Silesia is not uncommon in the T¢&Sin region
Tésinian ideology brokers represent the entire spectrum of views and narratives regarding the
status of the local language variety and attitudes towards the post-Prussian part of Silesia which
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cannot be defined in terms of clearly delineated camps for or against, pro-Polish or pro-Silesian
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the only thing that almost everyone agrees on is that the TéSin variety is seen as very unique,
that this uniqueness is valued positively, and that there is a desire to preserve it

% it is quite common to refer to pluricentric languages or societies with weakened notion of the
linguistic norm (such as Norwegian) and to present a vision of codification in line with the
ideals of Corsican polynomy (see Marcellesi, Jaffe).
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TéSinian attitudes to the matter are very contextual: the constant strengthening and weakening
of the pan-Silesian identity depending on current needs and external circumstances — what is
considered beneficial or threatening to the community at a given moment



