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Research focus

The study explores grading not merely as a pedagogical practice but as a social narrative
reflecting and reproducing cultural values, ideological orientations, and perceptions of
success and failure in Slavic societies.

Context and relevance

Grading systems are deeply rooted in national educational traditions. They reveal how post-
socialist and post-Soviet countries have redefined concepts of merit, discipline, and
achievement through educational reform and the adoption of European standards (e.g. the
Bologna Process).

Comparative framework

e Five-point systems: Russia, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, and the Slavic
countries of the Balkan Peninsula (Bulgaria, Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Montenegro, North Macedonia, Serbia, and Slovenia).

e Six-point system: Poland.

e Ten-point system: Belarus.

e Twelve-point system: Ukraine.

The comparison highlights both the persistence of historical legacies and the symbolic
meaning of numerical and lexical forms of evaluation.

Linguistic and cultural dimension

Expressions such as «otmuuno» (=“otlichno”), “vyborné”, and “celujacy” reveal how
language attaches moral and cultural weight to assessment. The lexical aspect transforms
grades into signs of social recognition, conformity, or excellence.

Key areument

Grading operates simultaneously as:

e apedagogical mechanism, organising the educational process;
e a cultural code, transmitting collective values;
e an ideological discourse, defining the “successful” and “unsuccessful” student.

Conclusion

The study demonstrates that grading systems operate as instruments of symbolic
communication through which societies express their notions of knowledge, achievement,
and educational truth.



