“For the Triune kingdom” - Croats in the narrative of political Catholicism in the late

Habsburg Monarchy

Mgr. et Mgr. Ondfej Kukan
Department of German and Austrian studies, Institute of international studies
Faculty of social sciences of the Charles University

ondrej.kukan@fsv.cuni.cz

Political Catholicism in Habsburg Croatia is associated primarily with certain groups within the
Party of Rights, which was the most influential Croatian political party during the 19th
century. In the 1890s, however, a split began to emerge within the party, which was
symbolically culminated by the death of its long-time leader Ante Starcevi¢. Most of the party
later sided with the Serbian-Croatian coalition, but the opposition wing of this originally
secular party found inspiration in political Catholicism.

The study will follow the most important representatives of this movement and use their
examples to show that it was not a unified political current, but rather a group of individual
political figures, each of whom presented political Catholicism in a slightly different way.
Josip Frank (1844-1911), chairman of the Pure Party of Rights, was the main advocate of
trialism, Croatian nationalism, and orientation towards Vienna, which he wanted to replace
ties to Budapest and Belgrade. He used political Catholicism primarily as a tool to defend his
policies, which he presented as Catholic and pro-Austrian, i.e., civilizing, thereby distancing
himself from Hungary and Serbia.

Ivo Prodan (1852-1933), leader of the Dalmatian sister party of the Pure Party of Law, was a
Catholic priest and journalist from Dalmatia, who shared Frank's idea of trialism, which
Prodan also found attractive as a tool for uniting Dalmatia with Croatia. God and the Catholic
faith played an explicit role in the political program he wrote, with which he wanted to define
the Croatian nation in the future reformed monarchy.

lvan Suster$i¢ (1863—1925), an important Slovenian politician and governor of Carniola,
worked with the concept of involving Croatian Catholic politicians in a joint coalition that
would create a Croatian-Slovenian entity within the monarchy, based on Catholicism.

Using these three figures as examples, the study will examine the main narratives of political

Catholicism in the Croatian-Slavonian Kingdom at the beginning of the 20th century.
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