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“We are not terrorists” - Sport and Ideology in 1983 Šibenik 

 

This research analyzes how the unexpected success of the Basketball Club Šibenka in 1983 was 

shaped and interpreted within the Yugoslav public sphere of the time. The methodological 

approach is based on an analysis of periodicals at various levels, from local and regional to 

republical in order to determine how the media constructed the relationship between sport, 

ideology and social dynamics in the late socialist context. 

The primary goal of the research is to understand why the triumph of a basketball club from a 

small industrial town with no significant basketball tradition represented more than a sporting 

achievement, and how a sport event unexpectedly shifted into a political subject. The analysis 

identifies the ways in which media interpretations reflected the relations between periphery and 

center, small and large cities, as well as regional rivalries. The study also examines why the strong 

local enthusiasm was sometimes described as excessive or extreme, suggesting the fear among 

parts of the Yugoslav basketball and political elite of unpredictable expressions of local and 

potentially national identity. Another important part of the research concerns the relationship 

between city politics and sport. Through local sources, the research traces how the city 

administration reacted to the teams success and how the political framework manifested itself in 

sporting processes. 

In a broader historical context, the analysis of periodicals offers insight into the social tensions 

already present in Yugoslavia and enables reflection on how the echoes of a single sporting event 

fit into the social dynamics that, eight years later, culminated in armed conflict. The study thus 

shows that sport can serve as a mirror of the ideological and political processes of a given historical 

moment. 

 


