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NORM AS A LINGUISTIC AND EXTRALINGUISTIC ENTITY 

– handout – 

 

the set of the universe 

− the relations among the elements that constitute it define its structure 

− according to their properties, the elements can be grouped into three subsets: 

a) subset of natural norms 

b) subset of social norms 

c) subset of individual norms 

       ⤷ all three subsets have their further partitions 

the position of language / linguistic variety within the set of the universe 

− every language, i.e., linguistic variety, has a sui generis norm that corresponds to the 

system of natural norms 

− language is also a produit social, and therefore entails social norms 

− the use of language (that is, parole) is individual, and therefore also presupposes 

individual norms 

norm in language 

− a term insufficiently precisely defined in linguistic literature 

− various classifications are possible 

interweaving of the linguistic and extralinguistic universe 

− evident in the adoption and use of norms at different linguistic levels  

− the choice of norm is therefore once again triply determined by a broader referential 

framework: 

a) natural (sex/gender; age; certain innate predispositions; subsequently acquired 

disorders) 

b) social (geographical; social; ethnic; political; economic; cultural; religious; 

ethical; situational) 

c) individual propulsive tendencies 

standard language: norm, linguistic and extralinguistic universe 

− the goal of the ideology of the standard language is to neutralize the influence of factors 

from the extralinguistic universe on the linguistic universe 

− through its construction and the reduction in frequency of norms of organic linguistic 

varieties, a form of linguistic egalitarianism is established  

− liberal and directive model of language policy; the issue of prescriptivism 


