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Research Goal and Results 
The aim of this study is to reconstruct the activity of the Roerich Society in interwar Belgrade and 
to determine its place within the cultural-esoteric environment of the Russian émigré community 
and the international Roerich movement. 
The research reveals the composition and specific features of the Belgrade circle, its documented 
correspondence with the Roerichs, and the ways in which Living Ethics (Agni Yoga) and the 
Roerich Pact were received and interpreted in the Balkan context.

Overview

The Roerich movement emerged in the early 20th century around the artistic and philosophical 
legacy of Nicholas and Helena Roerich. Based on the doctrine of Living Ethics (Agni Yoga), it 
promoted culture as a spiritual value, the unity of humanity, and the international protection of 
cultural heritage. Internationally, the movement was represented through exhibitions, lectures, 
publishing initiatives, the Roerich Museum in New York, and the “Urusvati” Institute in India. A 
significant milestone was the Roerich Pact (1935) and the Banner of Peace.

In the Balkans of the 1920s–1930s, a vibrant esoteric and intellectual environment existed: 
theosophical lodges, anthroposophical groups, circles devoted to yoga and occult literature, and 
small spiritual societies. The Russian émigré community played a key role in introducing and 
adapting these currents in Yugoslavia.

The Belgrade Roerich Society

Archival and textual sources indicate activity of a Roerich group in Belgrade from 1933 to 1934, 
forming part of a broader international network of more than seventy Roerich societies worldwide. 
Although the Belgrade society never completed its formal registration, its work is confirmed 
through letters exchanged with Helena Roerich and references in émigré materials. Meetings took 
place mainly in private apartments; the Russian House was used occasionally.

Significance

Although short-lived, the Belgrade Roerich Society represents an important episode in the cultural 
and intellectual history of interwar Yugoslavia. It illustrates how Russian émigrés engaged with 
international spiritual movements and how Roerich-related ideas were integrated into the Balkan 
intellectual landscape. The case of Belgrade also demonstrates the mechanisms through which 
Living Ethics and the Roerich Pact reached Southeast Europe and contributed to local debates on 
culture, spirituality, and cultural preservation.


