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Smogovci: from the bookshop to the small screen 

1) 1976 - Smogovci: romančić za nešto stariju djecu i prilično mladu omladinu is published. 
It is the first of the Smogovci saga. It depicts with irony the everyday life of the Zagreb-
based Vragec family and their neighbors in the Naselak neighborhood during late 
socialism. 

2) The novel’s characters and characteristics are peculiar for their context: they are anti-
heroes, as they frequently act without any respect for morality; there are few to 
nonexistent references to the socialist system… 

3) 1982 – RTV Zagreb broadcasts the tv series Smogovci for the first time. Public’s reception 
is unexpectedly excellent. Smogovci become a cult product of Croatian pop culture. 

4) The series depicts Zagreb and its paradoxes, while mixing Hitrec’s narrative with even 
more pop-cultural elements of the time (e.g. in one episode, Zagreb-based famous band 
Azra appears). 

Smogovci: an apolitical novel? 

1) As said, no direct references to socialism are made in the series > Hitrec strongly 
opposed (and still does oppose) the socialist system > self-censorship. 

2) Despite Hitec’s self-censorship and apparent apoliticism, Smogovci actually criticized 
the system in which the protagonists used to live: in a subtle way, Hitrec’s characters, 
as said, are morally ambiguous, which was intended to show the negative effects of the 
socialism regime on people (cf. Majhut 2022). 

Smogovci at war: from carefreeness to battlefields 

1) 90s represent a switch in Hitrec’s production. Hitrec, briefly minister of information and 
chief of the Croatian state television, openly speaks against Yugoslavia and Serbs. 

2) Smogovci u ratu (“Smogovci at war”, 1994) are an example of Croatian wartime 
propaganda. 

3) The carefree Zagreb from the Eighties disappears. Vragec’s discover their Ustasha past 
and actively participate in war actions. 

4) Both in the novel and in the tv series (1996), violence, ethnic hatred and pro-fascism are 
openly expressed. 

5) Smogovci have become a strictly political product. 

 

 


