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1.) Genre:
a) Travel literature in general

e forms of travel writing
o travel letters, travel diaries, travelogues
e documentary qualities combined with subjective reflection

b) The analyzed work

e Karamzin’s journey (1789-1790)
e real travel route combined with literary/fictionalized elements

2.) Sentimentalism:
a) Sentimentalism as a movement

¢ the culture of sensibility
e influences: Sterne, Rousseau, Moritz
e Karamzin’s construction of the “sentimental traveler”

b) The sentimentalist tradition

e visits to sites of memory (Voltaire, Rousseau, classical antiquity)
e sensitive or melancholic reactions (e.g., the failed meeting in Frankfurt)
e attraction to touching, emotionally charged narratives (e.g., the family scene in Basel)

¢) The significance and appearance of nature

e inner peace and harmony (Swiss Alps)
e nature as a mirror of the soul (final walk in Zurich, by the river)
e emotional states projected onto the landscape (mountain village near Zurich)

3.) Image of Europe:
a) Foreign — familiar

e German views of Russian peasants (national stereotypes)

e Swedish perspectives on the Swedish—Russian war

e contrasting evaluations of Louis XIV and Peter the Great

e Levesque’s portrayal of Russian history (European author on Russia)

b) Cityscape

e arrival scenes and statistical descriptions (framing the traveler’s perspective)
e comparisons between Russian and Western European cities (Moscow—Paris)
key urban spaces: parks, churches, inns, palaces

critique of urban civilization (morals, odors, cleanliness)



